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cause he is a public authority he is right in doing
what would be wrong in a private individual. It is
a token of the success of public authority that it
does away with the private vengeance of the ven-
detta or of lynch law. In a similar way, the duties
of the soldier in war may involve all sorts of actions
that would be wrong for the individual, under any
provocation whatever, and yet under public au-
thority it is his duty not to flinch from them. There
has been a tendency from Anabaptist times on-
wards to treat the principles which are enjoined on
the Christian personally, in order that he may fit
himself better for citizenship in a spiritual kingdom,
as if they were a code of political maxims1 for
earthly and secular realms, by which the public
action of communities and public officials should be
judged. But it is from the very nature of the case
impossible to apply or carry out this principle.

II.  THE STATE AS A MORAL PERSONALITY

o The difficulty of finding a criterion, apart from
the State, by which to judge of the good or
bad of its conduct, is avoided by Rousseau, who re-
gards the State, as ''Nothing but a moral person,
"the life of which consists in the union of its
"members2." The State is a sort of super-man

1  On popular misinterpretation of the Sermon on the
Mount see Appendix II below, also Cunningham, Christi-
anity and Social Questions, p. 208.

2  Social Contact, p. 125.